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for the answer to the note would be as short as possible,
perhaps 48 hours. If the answer was not regarded in Vienna
.as satisfactory ^mobilization would take place at once.71
wiesner's report of july 13
During the first two weeks after the murder of Franz
Ferdinand, all action proposed against Serbia, both in
Vienna and Berlin, had been based on the conviction that
"the crime was the result of a well-organized plot, the
threads of which reach to Belgrade." To gather proof of
this Berchtold sent Dr. Wiesner, a legal counsellor of the
Foreign Office, to Sarajevo on July 11 to investigate on the
/spot. Wiesner was a cautious and conservative lawyer who
did not want to make any charges against Serbia except
?vhat were clearly established by documentary evidence and
£ould satisfactorily stand examination in a court of law.
Having to examine the material hurriedly during a couple
of days and nights at Sarajevo, he learned only a small part
of what we now know concerning the way the plot was or-
ganized in Belgrade.
Wiesner telegraphed from Sarajevo on July 13 that it
was the prevailing conviction of all persons of influence in
Bosnia that the Greater Serbia propaganda there was car-
ried on with the knowledge and approval of the Serbian
Government, but that the evidence laid before him gave
"no support for the charge that this propaganda is pro-
moted by the Serbian Government. The evidence that this
71 Private letter of Tschirschky to Jagow, July 11 ; Investig.
I, p. 120 f. This private letter and the telegram of July 10 quoted above,
were to prove important, as they evidently formed the basis of the famous
despatch of Schoen, the counsellor of the Bavarian Legation at Berlin, on
July 18, which was published in mutilated form by Kurt Eisner and
cited at the Peace Conference as one of the proofs of Germany's war
responsibility; its publication also gave rise to a famous libel suit at
Munich (c/. Dirr passim). These two reports of Tschirschky were evi-
dently the basis also of Tirpitz's statement in his polemic against Beth-
mann that "on July 13 the Chancellor was acquainted with the essential
points of the ultimatum;" Tirpitss, Erinnerunge^ p. 212 f.

